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If any one wishes to see the influence of war, in its least exceptionable 
form and spirit, on men's spiritual interests, let him read a book entitled 
" Bath-kol, or a Voice from the Wilderness" put forth by " the Presbytery 
of the Eastward," the only Presbytery then in New England, just at the 
close of our Revolutionary War, and designed to portray i's social and reli- 
gious evils occurring under their own eye. It is a truthful but most start, 
ling picture, the substance of which was published in the Advocate for 
1839, and a portion may be found in our Peace Manual, pp. 174-6. From 
this work we copy a single paragraph on the subject under consideration : — 

" Few suspect how far the gospel is neutralized by the incidental influences 
of war. I; is well known that the old French War put an end to the glorious 
revivals in this country, under Whitfield, and during the forty years of war 
ferment, from that war to the treaty of 1783, there was an almost universal and 
unbroken dearth of revivals. In 1841,1 visited a retired town in Massachu- 
setts, and examined the records of its only church for more than a century 
previous. No battle had been fought there ; no array, scarce a recruiting offi- 
cer, had prowled over or near it ; nor had the ordinary means of grace been 
interrupted more than is common eveu in a lime of peace. Yet mark the 
result. From 1729 to 1744, fourteen years of pence, 149 were added to the 
church; an average of nearly eleven a year. From the beginning of the 
old French war to the close of our Revolution in 1783, some forty years of 
military excitement, there were only 77 additions; less than two a year, or 
a diminution of more than 500 per cent, from the previous period of peace. 
From 1810 to 1815, the time of our last war, with two years of antecedent 
exasperation, only three persons were received into the church; one in a 
little less than two years! From 1830 to 1839, there were 183 additions ; 
about 19 a year, or an increase upon the last case of nearly 4000 per cent. ! 
Thus we find the mere excitements of war diminishing the efficacy of 
essentially the same means, firs! more than 500 per cent., next tome 2000 
per cent., and finally almost 4000 per cent. ; nor is it any exaggeration to 
say that war probably neutralizes four-fifths, if not nine-tenths oflhe saving 
power of the gospel ! " 



A SOURCE OF DANGER TO OUR PACIFIC POLICY. 

Our government has always acted on the principle of allowing no foreign 
interference in its own affairs, and of attempting none in those of any other 
country. A strict neutrality has been alike its doctrine and its practice. 
Minding well its own concerns, it has kept itself aloof from those of other 
nations, and steadily refused to take any part in either their domestic or their 
international contests. From this policy, begun under Washington, and 
upheld by his great name even against the efforts of emissaries from 
France to draw us into the European quarrels consequent on the first French 
Revolution of 1792, we have not in seventy years deviated in a single in- 
stance. 

In perfect consistency with this policy, however, we have ever opened 
wide our arms to welcome all that chose for any reason to seek a refuge or 
a home in our broad land. We have offered an asylum more especially 
to the hunted fugitives from tyranny; but we have neither denied nor 
grudged it to any political refugees, to the vanquished republican or the 
dethroned monarch. To-day we welcome Kossuth, the exiled champion 
of Hungarian freedom ; to-morrow we would, if necessary, give a refuge 



182 Peace Themes for Hie Pulpit. [Dec. 

and shelter to the Emperor of Austria, the embodiment of European des. 
potism. 

Here is certainly a large-hearted liberality ; but underneath it there lurks 
a danger that may ultimately prove fatal to our neutral and pacific policy. 
The flood of emigration from all pavts of the Old World, more especially 
from Germany, has already overspiend our country with multitudes of 
intense sympathizers with the political reforms or revolutions begun and 
checked, but not extinguished, in their respective fatherlands. The sum 
total of such persons is already very large, and is daily increasing; nor is 
it an improbable supposition that they may, at no very distant period, mould 
our foreign policy to their favorite purpose of emancipating Germany, 
Hungary, or even all Europe from the yoke of despotism. Such an idea 
may now seem a mere bugbear; but there are clearly some strong tendencies 
working towards such a result. We all know with what facility many of 
our citizens were diawn into the scheme of severing Texas from Mexico, 
and how eagerly the question of its annexation to our republic was made a 
political issue in the Presidential canvass of 1844. We have lately seen 
how easily Lopez, though a man of no great ability or tact, succeeded in 
starling an expedition to revolutionize Cuba; nor is the report incredible 
or undeserving of serious thought, that projeels are now on foot to raise in 
this country both money and men for overturning some of the monarchies 
ofEurope, and putting one form or another of popular government in their 
place. The evil has not yet excited any alarm; but, should such schemes 
of revolutionary propagandism proceed far enough to rally for their execu- 
tion a number of voters sufficiently large to put in their hands the balance 
of power between political parties here, they may then make, and proba- 
bly will make, the question of aiding Italy, Hungary, or Germany, with 
money and troops to establish a republican government there, an issue in 
our Presidential elections, and thus reverse, in this particular, the whole 
policy of our republic from its origin till now. 

There is, indeed, no immediate danger of this; but it is well for wise 
and thoughtful men to anticipate in season the consequences of euoh a 
change in the pacific policy of non-intervention which we have pursued s° 
long, and with results so eminently favorable. ' Obsiaprincipiis, resist the 
beginning of evils, crush them in the bud or germ,' is the only safe motto- 
If the foreign revolutionary element in our population should ever seduce 
us from our past and present policy of strict neutrality into that of active in- 
tervention, we shall ring the knell of our own doom, and plunge ourselves 
and no small part of the civilized world into a malestrom of revolution and 
blood. 



PEACE THEMES FOR THE PULPIT. 

Preachers of the gospel, not accustomed to dwell on its peace topics, are 
hardly aware how large a portion of its truths they neglect, or how wide a 
circle of Appropriate and deeply interesting themes for the pulpit they over, 
look. The pastor of a very large church in one of our cities, now a distin- 
guished professor in one of our best theological semiuai ies, exclaimed, after 



